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is summed up in a sentence: "The working-man is caught
with guile by the publican; why should he not be diverted
by similar means into better ways?'3
The official opening of "The Castle35 was anticipated as
a triumphal event, so preparations were thoroughgoing.
The place was re-decorated inside and out; Scripture texts
were painted on the walls; inspiring pictures, tastefully
framed, were hung about; and after much cleansing and
fumigation this one-time "gin-palace" was made to radiate
beautyj serenity and peace.
On February i4ths 1873, a strategic date in the evolution
of Barnardo's work, e;The Castle" was formally dedicated.
One man, above all others, could make this ceremony ring
with significance; and his services were procured. Lord
Shaftesbury declared "The Castle" open to fulfil its "new
and glorious mission'3; and in his address he uttered words
Barnardo loved to quote: "The Churches and Chapels'%
said Shaftesbury, "no doubt do a very good work in their
own way . . . but they are sadly deficient in the aggressive
spirit, and far too much taken up with looking after their
own people. They seem to imagine that it is sufficient to
open a building and let it be known that religion can be
had there; wiiereas that has never sufficed, and never will
suffice, to bring the masses to religion. Now, as of old,
you must go into the highways and byways, and compel them to
come in. The working classes have never come in, and will
never come in, while things are as they are to-day. .. ,
There must be active, aggressive work, open-air preaching,
house-to-house visitation; in short, every means must be
employed to bring the truth home to the hearts and con-
sciences of all. . , . Such", exclaimed Shaftesbury, "is the
high task which the 'Edinburgh Castle9, under God and
through the instrumentality of the People's Church, has set
itself"; while, referring to the Coffee Palace, he said he
prayed God it might be the forerunner of many such efforts,
"to provide fellowship, recreation and social intercourse,